GL'IDK TO CALCUTTA.
special contract!   Fifty years ago even to touch the robes
was held to be a privilege.
The river now bends to the left along Barrackpore
Reach. At the corner stands a famous ruin—the Martyn
Pagoda.
"Every shrine of any uote in India has sonic miraculous legend attached to
i t with the design of attracting the confidence of the people. It is believed
that about eight generations ago, Roodru Pundit, who was related to a family
of distinction at Chatra, a mile to the west of Serampore, was reproved by his
uncle for having presumed to secure the sacrificial vessels of the domestic idol,
on which he forsook the family mansion, and retired to BuUubpore, which waa
then a forest, where he began a series of religious austerities, in the hope one
day of being able to possess an image and temple of his own. The gods are
never indifferent to such acts of devotedness, and Radhabullub himself is said
to have appeared to him in the form of a religious mendicant, and given him
instructions to proceed to Gour/|lhe capital of Bengal, and obtain a slab of
stone which adorned the doorway of the Viceroy's private room, and con-
struct an image out of it. H e proceeded to that city and found that the prime,
minister and favourite of the Viceroy was a devoted Hindu. To him he
announced the revelation that he had received and was assured that no effort
should be spared to obey the commands of the god. Soon after, the stone
began to emit drops of water, and by a singular coincidence, the Viceroy him-
self happened to pass by at the time. The minister pointed out the circum-
stance, and asserted that the drops thus distilled were the tears of the stone
and that no time should be lost in delivering the palacefrom so inauspicious
an omen by the removal of this object. Permission was immediately given
to this effect, and Roodru was blessed with the gratification of his wishes.
But he was greatly perplexed about the means of removing his treasure, when
the god again appeared, and directed him to return forthwith to Bullubpore,
and there await in patience the arrival of the stone. Soon after he had reach-
ed his village, it was miraculously conveyed to the river side, and floated down
the stream of its own accord to the landing ^tairs at Bullubpore, where the
devotee was in the habit, of bathing	Roodru set to work immediately
on the stone, and by the aid of the sculptor obtained an image which is
much celebrated for its beauty. The mysterious origin of the image soon
attached worshippers, and the proprietor was enabled from their help to
construct the temple which forms ono of the most prominent objects at- the
entrance of Serampore from the south."
Such is the legendary account of the origin of the
Martyn Pagoda, The writer proceeds to explain that the
Shastras forbid a Brahmin to receive a gift or a meal
within the limit of three hundred feet of the river bank.
The river showing a tendency to wander westward it
was, therefore, necessary to remove the image "to another
spot where a more magnificent temple was built at the
expense of the wealthy family of Mullicks of Calcutta."
The Raja Nubu Kissen, the Munshi of Lord Olive, it is
affirmed, borrowed the mysterious image of Radhabullub

